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Seminar Abstract: Integrated Research on Disaster Risk (IRDR) is a decade-long integrated research 
programme co-sponsored by the International Council for Science (ICSU), the International Social 
Science Council (ISSC), and the United Nations International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (UN-
ISDR). It is a global, multi-disciplinary approach to dealing with the challenges brought by natural 
disasters, mitigating their impacts, and improving related policy-making mechanisms. 
The impacts of natural hazards continue to increase around the world; the frequency of recorded 
disasters affecting communities has risen significantly over the past century. Unfortunately, there 
is a great shortfall in current research on how science is used to shape social and political decision-
making in the context of hazards and disasters. Addressing this problem requires an approach that 
integrates research and policy-making across all hazards, disciplines, and geographic regions. The 
IRDR Programme endeavors to bring together the natural, socio-economic, health, and engineering 
sciences in a coordinated effort to reduce the risks associated with natural hazards.
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